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Mr. Chairman,

Since my delegation is taking the floor for the first time, I would like to congratulate you on your
election to the Chairmanship of the Fifth Committee and members of the bureau.

I would also like to thank 1ÿ Ms. Susana Malcorra, Chef de Cabinet for introducing the report of
the Secretary General and Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Chair of the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions for introducing the related report on this important
agenda item.

My delegation aligns itself with the statements delivered by the distinguished representatives of
Bolivia on behalf of the G77 and China and Togo on behalf of the African Group anc! would like to
make few additional comments in our national capacity.

At the outset, let me express my delegation's profound appreciation to all our development
partners and the UN family for their invaluable contributions towards stopping the transmission
chain and eradicating the disease, both in the sub-region and globally. We welcome the adoption
of the landmark UN Security Council resolution 2177 of 2014 and its General Assembly
concurrence in document A/Res/69/1, both of which have recognized the Ebola outbreak as a
threat to international peace and security. We also salute the Secretary-General for his initiative
of establishing the first ever UN emergency health mission, the United Nations Mission for Ebola
Emergency Response (UNMEER), to lead a concerted and coordinated global effort to contain and
defeat this scourge.

Mr. Chairman,
The unprecedented outbreak of the Ebola disease has created a devastating social and
humanitarian crisis with severe negative economic impact, thus reversing the gradual but
impressive economic growth we have strenuously but steadily achieved in recent years. Since the
outbreak of the disease, over 6,O00 Sierra Leoneans have been infected to date and about 1,500
have died. Our doctors and nurses are among the victims. Alarmingly, over two-thirds of those
infected are between the ages of 15 and 55 years, the most economically vibrant of the
population. Non-Ebola illnesses are adding to the death toll and suffering as clinic and hospital
staff are hesitant to attend to new patients for fear of contracting this dreadful disease, especially
with the frightful high incidence of frontline health workers falling victims. Currently, 11 of our
senior medical doctors and many more nurses have fallen victim to the virus. In fact, one of the
most senior doctors, who was also a senior lecturer at our Medical College, died only this early

morning.

The good news however, is that as of 14th December 2014, over 1, 200 cases have been treated
and discharged. We are hopeful that by the end of the first quarter of 2015, the disease would
have been eradicated.

In furtherance of our effort in this fight, with the intervention of our bilateral and multilateral
development partners, we now have an increase in treatment and holding centres with laboratory



yet where we desire to reach, as some districts still continue to face huge challenges, especially in
the Western Area. Greater effort and more resources; especially medical personnel, PPEs, beds
and drugs, therefore remain of urgent priority need to reverse this disturbing trend.

The combined effect of the disruptions to agricultural and other economic activities has
significantly lowered the growth prospects of the economy. Activities in the agricultural, mining,
trade andcommerce, tourism, fisheries, and the banking sectors have contracted. The epidemic is
thus posing a great threat to macroeconomic stability, peace and security, human development
and poverty reduction programmes in our national Agenda for Prosperity.

The epidemic has also negatively impacted our national social development programmes,
especially the health and education sectors. Gains achieved in the country's free healthcare
services for pregnant women, lactating mothers and children under fiveare being eroded while
schools and higher institutions of learning remain closed indefinitely.

Mr. Chairman,
It is evident from existing statistics that more women than men have contracted the disease. This
is mainly as a result of their primary role as caregivers in their families and they constitute the
greater membership of the healthcare workforce, largely, as nurses, which place them at higher
risk of exposure to the Ebola virus. In th!s regard, my delegation will be pleased to see increased
opportunity for participation of women in the activities and decision-making ranks of UNMEER.

To conclude Mr. Chairman, Sierra Leone's remarkable post-conffict achievement is in danger of
complete reversal if a robust and concerted effort is not maintained to eradicate the Ebola
menace. It is not providing the space to build on and sustain our economic gains; poverty, as we
all know; is a potent driver of conflict and Ebola has the potential of leading.us down that path.

In the Post Ebola period therefore, we wish to urge the entire international community to
consider making meaningful interventions in a collective effort to rebuild our socio-economic
infrastructure. This will assist us to speedily regain our lost development strides especially, but not
limited to, the priority areas of Agriculture, Health, Education, Youth and women Empowerment
as well as Tourism, among others.

Ithankyou.
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